
              VIC/TAS  
D E C E M B E R  I S S U E

A MESSAGE FROM
THE CEO

"2017 has been a year of significant change for our

organisation. There are new faces, new areas of

focus, and a renewed passion for building on our

vision by delivering even more value to members

and users". 

Jul

CEO'S REPORT
Our transition to a separate entity gives us greater control over

the way we run the Vic/Tas business. It will allow us to be more

agile and responsive, and able to drive improvements for

members and users more efficiently.  

The great momentum we’ve created was evident at our recent

AGM – it was a thoroughly enjoyable day with plenty of

networking opportunities and a chance to speak with Jamie

Ross, Safety Director for the Melbourne Metro Tunnel, about

this iconic project. 

I’m also really pleased that Tasmania’s Department of Primary

Industries, Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE) has come

on board as a respondent for all DBYD enquiries in Tasmania.   

As the year draws to a close, I’m energised by the opportunities

ahead of us in 2018, and look forward to working with you to

ensure the growth and success of DBYD into the future. 

Have a Merry Christmas and stay safe over the holiday period. 

. 

Ben Howell, Chief Executive Officer
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OUR AGM REACHES
NEW HEIGHTS!

Nearly 50 DBYD stakeholders came together on

23rd November for our Annual General Meeting.

Held on the 89th floor of the Eureka Tower, guests

were treated to breathtaking views of Melbourne

and surrounds from 300 metres above street level.   

CONNECTING

GUEST SPEAKER

Most attendees stayed on for lunch following the 
conclusion of the AGM, which was a great opportunity 
for our directors, members and guests to make new 
industry connections and get to know the DBYD Vic/Tas 
team. The brave among us enjoyed testing our nerves in 
The Edge – a cube made entirely of glass, suspended 
88 storeys over Melbourne’s Southbank. 

We’ve received excellent feedback regarding the 
structure and content of the day, and look forward to 
delivering an equally engaging AGM in 2018. 

Jamie Ross, Safety Director for the Melbourne Metro 
Tunnel, generously shared a detailed overview of the 
$11 billion project that will deliver two nine-kilometre 
tunnels and five new underground stations to transform 
the way people move around Melbourne. This topic was 
of great personal and professional interest to our 
members, who took part in a rewarding Q&A session 
following Jamie’s presentation. 
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DBYD’S TASMANIAN
SCOPE EXPANDS TO
INCLUDE DPIPWE
ASSETS
A key priority for the DBYD Victoria / Tasmania team is to

identify opportunities to deliver even more value to our

members and users. One way we’re looking to do this is by

expanding our scope to include above ground assets.  

In Tasmania, we’ve been working with the Department of

Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE) to

include notification of aboriginal heritage and cultural sites

across the state as part of the DBYD response. 

DPIPWE administers the Aboriginal Relics Act 1975 and

provides advice to support the responsible management of

Tasmanian aboriginal relics, protected sites and protected

objects. 

DPIPWE began responding to all Tasmania DBYD enquiries in

August; recent legislation delivered funding to support a

DPIPWE response for all DBYD requests for information. The

department’s response provides important information and

advice about protecting heritage places, including

development setbacks. 

We look forward to sharing more examples of DBYD’s

extended reach with you in future newsletters. 
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Raising awareness of the DBYD service and the impacts 
of damage or disruption to infrastructure assets is an 
ongoing focus for our organisation. To achieve this, we 
run regular awareness sessions which are free for DBYD 
members and users. 

These sessions provide a summary of our service, how to 
lodge an enquiry, and what members and users need to 
know about minimising risk and their duty of care – 
please get in touch if you’d like to arrange a session at 
your workplace. 

The last quarter of 2017 has seen us deliver awareness 
sessions across the civil construction industry and local 
government in partnership with Rob Oldfield from Energy 
Safe Victoria: 

• Lanskey Constructions – we educated field staff 
through to contract administrators and senior 
managers on health and safety and legal 
requirements when working around gas and 
electricity, and the ramifications of non-compliance. 

• City of Greater Geelong – we visited three depots, 
speaking with maintenance, parks and gardens 
crews and supervisors who had asked their HSE 
team for more detail on DBYD. 

• TANDEM - we delivered two sessions for about 
400 subcontractors responsible for NBN rollout. 
These sessions supported the launch of TANDEM’s 
new underground asset locating handbook; we also 
provided safe excavation materials for their site 
induction processes.  

• Fulton Hogan – we presented DBYD refresher 
sessions at Campbellfield and Derrimut to 
employees, supervisors, managers and engineers 
involved with the NBN rollout.

DBYD AWARENESS
SESSIONS

REFERRAL STATS

Referrals per 
enquiry

229K+      259K+      240K+      273K+      255K+
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ENQUIRIES
1 July - 30 November
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